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IT’S  CONTEST  TIME! 

1997  WRITERS’  COMPETITION  DEADLINE  JUNE  20,  1997 

ALL  ENTRIES  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  THE  JUDGES 
NOT  LATER  THAN  JUNE  20,  1997.  Remember  the  Contest 
Address:  Tom  DeLorey,  c/o  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd., 

31  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  IL  60602 

HERE  COME  THE  JUDGES...by ed  reiter 


It's  that  time  again  — time  for 
the  NLG's  annual  Writers' 
Competition.  The  judges  are 
standing  by,  waiting  for  coin 
writers,  editors,  catalogers  and 
other  communicators  around  the 
country  — and  even  around  the 
world  — to  submit  the  best 
examples  of  their  work  from  the 
last  12  months. 

From  a personal  standpoint,  I 
have  always  viewed  our  contest 
with  special  affection,  for  it 
played  a pivotal  role  in  gaining 
me  the  position  as  Numismatics 
columnist  for  The  New  York 
Times,  a high-profile  post  I 
enjoyed  for  nearly  a decade.  My 
earlier  column  in  The  Asbury 
Park  (N.J.)  Press  had  captured 
several  NLG  awards,  and  that  led 
directly  to  an  invitation  from  The 
Times  in  1979. 

The  prestige  attached  to  NLG 
awards  is  obvious  from  the  keen- 
ness of  the  competition  every  year 
— and  the  full-page  advertise- 


ments in  hobby  publications  with 
which  some  of  the  winners  (pri- 
marily auction  companies) 
announce  their  awards  when  they 
receive  them. 

The  rules  this  year  (published 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  are  basi- 
cally the  same  as  in  years  gone  by. 
To  be  eligible  for  consideration, 
books,  articles  and  other  materials 
must  have  been  published  or 
broadcast  between  May  1,  1996 
and  April  30,  1997.  And  three 
copies  of  each  entry  must  be  sub- 
mitted, except  where  otherwise 
noted. 

This  year,  in  recognition  of  the 
Computer  Revolution  and  its 
increasing  impact  on  numismat- 
ics, we  are  introducing  one  new 
category,  recognizing  works  dis- 
seminated via  CD-ROM  or  one  of 
the  other  new  electronic  media. 
Both  original  works  and  conver- 
sions of  existing  works  will  be  eli- 
gible for  this  award.  (See  the  rules 
for  full  details.) 


In  a departure  from  recent 
practice,  the  judging  will  be 
supervised  this  year  by  Tom 
DeLorey,  a longtime  Guild 
member  and  judge  who  also  is  a 
current  member  of  the  NLG 
Board  of  Directors.  Entries  should 
be  sent  to  Tom  in  care  of  Harlan  J. 
Berk,  Ltd.,  31  N.  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  IL  60602. 

Scott  Travers  is  contest  coordi- 
nator again  this  year,  and  will 
work  closely  with  Tom  in  oversee- 
ing the  judging.  Scott  has  handled 
this  assignment  with  remarkable 
dedication  and  attention  to  detail 
since  I first  chose  him  to  do  so  in 
1990,  in  one  of  my  first  acts  after  I 
became  executive  director 

Anyone  who  has  participated  in 
the  NLG  competition  over  the  last 
six  years,  or  even  just  viewed  it 
from  the  sidelines,  knows  what  a 
yeoman  job  Scott  has  done.  He  is 
truly  the  most  dynamic,  princi- 
pled, result-oriented  person  I 
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have  ever  encountered.  Working 
with  him  is  a pleasure  — but  then, 
more  often  than  not,  he's  the  one 
doing  most  of  the  work! 

I'm  sorry  to  say  that  Scott  will 
be  stepping  down  from  one  of  his 
other  NLG  posts  this  year:  He  is 
now  completing  his  second  two- 
year  term  on  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  under  our  bylaws 
he  cannot  seek  a third  consecutive 
term.  Two  other  valued  Board 
members  — David  T.  Alexander 
and  Col.  Bill  Murray  — also  will 
be  ineligible  for  reelection. 

On  the  plus  side,  all  three  will 
continue  to  serve  the  Guild  — 
Scott  as  contest  coordinator,  Dave 
as  editor  of  the  NLG  Newsletter 
and  Bill  as  an  advisor  on  whom  I 
call  frequently  for  wise  counsel. 

In  keeping  with  the  old  tradition 
that  "The  King  is  dead,  long  live 
the  King,"  I am  now  inviting 
nominations:  With  three  seats 
coming  open  on  the  Board,  we 
will  need  at  least  three  new  candi- 
dates. Anyone  receiving  a mini- 
mum of  three  nominations  will  be 
placed  on  the  ballot,  and  a mail 
vote  will  be  conducted  prior  to 
the  New  York  City  convention  of 
the  American  Numismatic 
Association. 

Nominations  should  be  sent  to 
me,  at:  12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen 
Rock,  NJ  07452. 

Speaking  of  the  ANA  conven- 
tion, our  treasurer,  Kay  Lenker, 
advises  me  that  she  has  reserved 
facilities  for  our  annual  Bash  and 
symposium.  Both  will  take  place 
on  Thursday,  July  31,  at  the  New 
York  Marriott  Marquis  Hotel  — 
the  symposium  at  10  a.m.  and  the 
Bash  at  9:30  p.m. 


Given  the  shenanigans  currently 
under  way  in  the  ANA  election 
campaign,  we  may  be  hard- 
pressed  to  retain  our  mantle  as 
the  hobby's  most  outrageous 
spectacle.  But  at  least  we'll  have 
plenty  of  fodder  for  our  skits! 

One  important  note  regarding 
the  competition:  Each  entry  must 
be  accompanied  by  a cover  sheet 
providing  information  specified 
in  the  rules.  And  since  each  entry 
must  be  submitted  in  triplicate, 
there  must  be  three  cover 
sheets  — one  for  each  copy  of 
the  entry.  Anyone  who  fails  to 
abide  by  this  requirement  will  be 
subject  to  disqualification. 

The  preceding  paragraph  is  vir- 
tually identical  to  one  that  I 
included  in  my  message  a year 
ago.  And  yet,  a number  of  entries 
did  arrive  last  year  without  prop- 
er cover  sheets.  Failure  to  provide 
complete  cover  sheets,  and 
enough  copies  of  those  sheets,  cre- 
ates unneeded  — and  very  much 
unwanted  — work  for  the  contest 
coordinator  and  chief  judge.  It 
also  jeopardizes  the  entrant's 
chances  of  winning,  for  the  entry 
might  not  end  up  in  the  intended 
category  if  it  doesn't  have  a suit- 
able cover  sheet. 

If  those  conducting  the  contest 
choose  to  disqualify  any  entry 
lacking  a cover  sheet,  I will  sup- 
port that  decision.  So  let's  hope  a 
word  to  the  wise  contest  entrant  is 
sufficient. 

Entries  must  be  received  by 
Friday,  June  20,  and  no  exceptions 
will  be  made.  We  must  have  suffi- 
cient time  to  judge  the  entries  and 
get  the  plaques  engraved  prior  to 
the  ANA  convention. 

Keep  those  entries  coming  — 
and  don't  forget  to  nominate  can- 
didates to  fill  those  three  upcom- 


ing vacancies  on  the  Board. 

Before  closing.  I'd  like  to  extend 
my  compliments  and  thanks  to 
Kimberly  Pichler  of  Numismatic 
News  for  the  remarkably  upbeat 
profile  she  wrote  about  me  in  the 
Who's  Who  column  recently.  I'm 
not  used  to  having  someone  say 
nice  things  about  me  — especially 
after  my  satirical  efforts  in  recent 
NLG  Bashes. 

Being  featured  in  Who's  Who 
was  especially  meaningful  for  me, 
since  I was  the  one  who  created 
this  column  in  1972.  It  never 
occurred  to  me  then  that  I might 
be  the  subject  some  day,  rather 
than  the  writer. 
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LET'S  TALK 
TOPICALS 

By  Dennis  G.  Rainey 

It  was  pouring  down  rain  and 
the  wind  seemed  almost  hurri- 
cane force  when  I consented  to 
take  my  grandson  to  a coin  shop 
for  the  bid  board  night.  It  was 
unusual  weather  for  Southern 
California,  as  those  of  us  that  live 
west  of  the  coastal  mountain 
ranges  are  accustomed  to  living  in 
an  irrigated  desert.  Torrential  rain 
is  just  not  part  of  our  lifestyle. 

Anyway,  the  grandson  had 
become  interested  in  collecting 
coins,  and  I wanted  to  encourage 
just  about  any  hobby  at  an  age 
when  many  youngsters  stray  into 
the  drug  scene  that  seems  so  per- 
vasive nowadays.  I had  no  idea 
what  a bid  board  was,  and  when  I 
saw  dozens  of  little  plastic  bags 
hanging  on  a wall  with  mostly  a 
single  coin  in  them,  I was  not 
impressed  at  all.  I could  think 
only  of  a long  boring  night  when 
everyone  should  be  home. 

Little  did  I know  that  the  next 
couple  of  hours  would  be  the  start 
of  a new  hobby  for  me  that  now 
has  evolved  into  a most  pleasur- 
able undertaking. 

The  shop  had  a junk  coin  box  (I 
did  not  know  it  was  called  this), 
and  to  pass  the  time  I pulled  up  a 
stool  and  started  poking  around 
in  the  box.  I noticed  that  my  fin- 
gers soon  became  dirty  from  the 
coins,  and  was  about  to  cease  this 
nonsense,  when  I picked  up  an 
Australian  coin  that  had  an  ani- 
mal on  one  side. 

In  my  position  as  a 
teacher/researcher  in  the 
Department  of  Biology  at  a local 
university,  I recognized  the  ani- 


mal as  the  duck-billed  platypus,  a 
fascinating  egg-laying  mammal 
that  I described  every  semester  in 
my  classes.  To  heck  with  dirty 
fingers!  I resumed  grabbing  a 
handful  of  coins,  searching  for 
another  portraying  an  animal. 

I do  not  recall  if  I found  any 
more,  but  an  inquiry  to  the  shop 
owner  produced  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins  by  Krause 
and  Mishler,  and  when  I turned  to 
Australia  I discovered  more  ani- 
mals that  I recognized.  I did  buy 
the  platypus  coin  and  still  have  it. 
I did  not  know  it  then,  but  I was 
hooked. 

I bought  the  Standard  Catalog, 
and  for  several  nights  I thumbed 
through  it  while  watching  TV 
and  discovered  dozens  more 
coins  depicting  animals.  I was 
totally  amazed.  I remember  run- 
ning across  the  Costa  Rica  100 
colones  with  a manatee,  another 
fascinating  animal  that  I had  dis- 
cussed in  classes,  and  I decided 
then  and  there  that  I had  to  have 
this  coin.  Several  months  passed, 
but  I did  eventually  buy  it. 

I learned  of  coin  publications 
such  as  World  Coin  News, 
Numismatic  News  and  Coin 
World  and  wrote  for  many  world 
coin  dealers'  lists  and  bought 
numerous  cheap  minors  at  first, 
then  crowns,  even  some  that  cost 
quite  a few  dollars.  I could  not 
devote  much  time  to  identifying 
the  animals  due  to  working  full 
time,  but  I did  have  the  advantage 
of  having  access  to  the  universi- 
ty's library  with  resources  not  in 
local  city  libraries.  Also,  my  per- 
sonal library  acquired  over  many 
years  was  extensive. 

I retired  in  1988  after  33  years  at 
the  university,  and  now  I could 
devote  much  more  time  to  my 


animal  coins.  Actually,  my  wife 
was  not  in  favor  of  my  retiring, 
because  she  thought  I would  get 
bored  and  be  a pest  around  the 
house,  and  I must  admit  I won- 
dered about  this.  So,  I wrote  a 
couple  of  articles  on  animal  coins 
and  submitted  them  to  World 
Coin  News;  they  were  published. 

I hoped  to  continue  writing 
about  animals  on  coins,  and  being 
a teacher,  I wanted  them  to  be  not 
only  interesting  but  instructive, 
scientifically  accurate  and  relate 
pertinent  information  regarding 
their  current  status,  i.e.,  threat- 
ened with  extinction  or  not. 
Happily,  my  association  with 
Krause  Publications  did  continue. 

Early  in  this  new  endeavor,  I 
learned  that  I was  a "topical"  coin 
collector  — my  topic  was  coins 
portraying  animals.  Through  an 
organization  (now  extinct)  I start- 
ed, I learned  that  there  are  dozens 
and  dozens  of  topics  on  coins  that 
are  collected  by  persons  all  over 
the  world,  but  numismatic  publi- 
cations especially  in  the  United 
States  are  oriented  almost  entirely 
to  U.S.  coins,  so  there  is  a woeful 
lack  of  literature  concerning  topi- 
cals  — with  the  exception  of  per- 
haps Olympic  Games  coins,  for 
which  exist  two  books  that  I know 
about.  Since  most  topicals  are  for- 
eign coins,  the  publication  World 
Coin  News  is  an  exception. 

One  aspect  of  collecting  topicals 
that  is  different  from  collecting 
some  U.S.  coins  is  that  the  idea  of 
"investment"  collecting  is  almost 
unknown  among  topical  collec- 
tors. 

In  my  opinion  from  reading  the 
numismatic  print  media,  empha- 
sis on  buying  coins  as  an  invest- 
ment has  done  great  damage  to 

the  hobby  of  collecting  U.S.  coins. 
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COIN  WORLD 
FOUNDER 
J.  OLIVER  AMOS 
DIES 

J.  Oliver  Amos,  founder  of  Coin 
World  and  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential figures  in  numismatic 
publishing,  died  May  19  at  the 
age  of  87. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Amos  launched 
Coin  World  in  1960,  it  was  the 
first  weekly  publication  for  U.S. 
coin  collectors.  It  is  widely  credit- 
ed with  serving  as  a catalyst  for 
the  coin  collecting  boom  of  the 
early  1960s. 

The  Amos  family  has  been 
involved  in  newspaper  publish- 
ing in  Sidney,  Ohio,  for  more  than 
a century.  Oliver  Amos  was  a 
third-generation  member  of  that 
publishing  line.  He  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  1931  from 
Miami  University  of  Oxford, 


Ohio,  and  a master's  degree  from 
Northwestern  University's  Medill 
School  of  Journalism  in  Evanston, 
111.,  in  1932. 

He  served  as  editor  of  the  fami- 
ly's flagship  publication.  The 
Sidney  Daily  News,  from  1936  to 
1955.  He  became  publisher  of  that 
paper  in  1962  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  1976.  He  was 
named  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Amos  Press  Inc.  in  1976  and  held 
that  post  until  he  retired  in  1988. 

Mr.  Amos  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  the  former  Margaret 
"Peg"  Barr;  two  children, 
John  O.  Amos  II  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
(Margaret  Anne)  Francis;  four 
grandchildren,  and  four  great- 
grandchildren. 

Memorials  may  be  made  in  the 
form  of  contributions  to  the  Life 
Care  Fund  of  Dorothy  Love 
Retirement  Community,  3003  W. 
Cisco  Road,  Sidney,  OH  45365. 


A CALL  FOR 
CANDIDATES 

Three  seats  are  up  for  grabs  this 
year  on  the  NLG  Board  of 
Directors.  Successful  candidates 
will  serve  two-year  terms  and 
then  will  be  eligible  for  two  addi- 
tional years. 

To  gain  a place  on  the  ballot,  a 
candidate  must  receive  at  least 
three  nominations  from  NLG 
members  in  good  standing.  Only 
NLG  members  may  serve  on  the 
Board. 

Deadline  for  nominations  is 
June  20.  Soon  after  that,  a ballot 
will  be  sent  to  all  members.  If 
only  three  candidates  receive  suf- 
ficient nominations,  they  will  be 
declared  to  be  elected. 

Nominations  should  be  sent  to 
Ed  Reiter,  12  Abbington  Ter., 
Glen  Rock,  NJ  07452. 


(published  weekly  - ave.  98  pgs.) 


If  you  write... 
write  to 
Coin  World! 

We’re  always  interested  in  good  features, 
on  U.S.  coins  and  other  numismatic  collectibles. 

It’s  easy,  just... 

Summarize  your  feature  ideas,  keep  in  mind  our  features  are 

800-1,200  words.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  photos  or  art  available  and 
Send  your  proposal  off  to: 

Beth  Deisher,  Editor;  P.O.  Box  150; 

Sidney,  OH  45365-0150.  FAX:  513498-0812. 
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COPYRIGHTS 

AND 

THE  WRITER 

By  Peter  Mosiondz  Jr. 


A good  writer  understands  the 
basics  of  writing.  A published 
writer  also  grasps  the  basics  of 
manuscript  submission  and  the 
editorial  process.  But  to  be  a suc- 
cessful writer,  you  must  have  an 
understanding  of  basic  copyright 
law. 

This  article  will  direct  itself  to 
those  works  created  on  or  after 
March  1,  1989,  when  the  last 
major  revision  took  place  in  the 
Copyright  Act. 

Copyright  is  a form  of  protec- 
tion provided  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  (Title  17,  U.S.  Code) 
to  the  authors  of  "original  works 
of  authorship." 


This  protection  extends  beyond 
the  articles  or  books  you've  writ- 
ten and  had  published. 
Copyright  protection  also 
includes  audio  and  video  tapes, 
software  programs,  advertise- 
ments you've  created  and  price 
lists  if  you  are  a dealer.  This  pro- 
tection is  afforded  both  published 
and  unpublished  works,  but  does 
not  protect  your  "ideas,"  only  the 
way  you  "express"  them. 

One  area  of  protection  often 
overlooked  is  that  of  employer- 
employee.  If  you  have  employ- 
ees, their  works  are  considered 
"work  for  hire"  if  the  works  are 
within  the  scope  of  their  employ- 
ment. If  so,  the  employer  is  pre- 
sumptively considered  the  author. 
Works  for  hire  also  include  work 
specially  ordered  or  commis- 
sioned for  use  as  a contribution  to 
a collective  work,  if  the  parties 
expressly  agree  in  a written 


instrument  signed  by  them  that 
the  work  shall  be  considered  a 
work  made  for  hire. 

Basically,  a copyright  gives  the 
owner  of  the  copyright  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  do  and  to  authorize 
others  to  do  the  following: 

(1)  Reproduce  the  work. 

(2)  Prepare  derivative  works 
based  upon  the  copyrighted 
work,  e.g.,  adaptations  and  trans- 
lations. 

(3)  Distribute  copies  of  the  copy- 
righted work  to  the  public  by  sale 
or  other  transfer  of  ownership,  or 
by  rental  lease  or  lending. 

Copyright  protection  arises 
automatically  as  soon  as  the  work 
is  created  in  fixed  form;  that  is,  it 
is  an  incident  in  the  process  of 
authorship.  The  copyright  in  the 
work  of  authorship  immediately 
becomes  the  property  of  the 
author  who  created  it.  Only  the 
author,  or  those  deriving  their 
rights  through  the  author,  can 
rightfully  claim  copyright. 

How  long  does  copyright  pro- 
tection last?  Generally  speaking, 
for  works  created  or  first  pub- 
lished after  1977,  the  copyright 
lasts  50  years  after  the  death  of 
the  author.  For  anonymous  or 
pseudonymous  works,  or  "works 
made  for  hire,"  the  term  is  100 
years  from  creation  or  75  years 
from  the  date  of  publication.  No 
renewals  are  possible. 

For  works  published  before 
1978,  the  term  is  28  years  with 
rights  of  renewal  for  another  47 
years.  The  requirement  of  a copy- 
right notice  on  all  published 
copies  of  your  work  ended  on 
March  1,  1989,  when  the  United 
States  joined  the  international 


copyright  treaty  known  as  the 
Berne  Convention. 

Many  writers  still  incorporate  a 
copyright  notice  on  their  pub- 
lished works  to  remind  people 
that  the  writer  has  a copyright 
claim  and  to  prevent  plagiarists 
from  pleading  innocence  of  the 
law.  It  makes  good  sense  to  ask 
your  publisher  to  include  the 
copyright  notice  on  your  works. 
The  notice  can  be  either  the  inter- 
national symbol  @ or  the  word 
"Copyright,"  your  name  and  the 
year  in  which  the  work  was  first 
published.  I suggest  the  copy- 
right in  your  name,  so  it  becomes 
clear  that  you,  and  not  the 
publisher,  have  all  rights  to  autho- 
rize any  further  use  of  your  work. 

The  authors  of  a joint  work  are 
co-owners  of  the  copyright  in  the 
work,  unless  there  is  a written 
agreement  to  the  contrary. 

Several  categories  of  material 
are  generally  not  eligible  for 
statutory  copyright  protection 
These  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to: 

(1)  Works  that  have  not  been 
fixed  in  a tangible  form  of  expres- 
sion, one  example  being  improvi- 
sational  speeches  or  performances 
that  have  not  been  written  or 
recorded. 

(2)  Titles,  names,  short  phrases 
and  slogans,  familiar  symbols  or 
designs;  mere  variations  of  typo- 
graphic ornamentation,  lettering 
or  coloring;  mere  listings  of  con- 
tents. 

(3)  Ideas,  procedures,  methods, 
systems,  processes,  concepts, 
principles,  discoveries  or  devices, 
as  distinguished  from  a descrip- 
tion, explanation  or  illustration. 

Cont.  on  page  9 


5 


1997  NIG 
WRITERS' 
COMPETITION 
RULES 


Welcome  to  this  year's 
NLG  competition! 

Please  read  these  rules  carefully  if 

you  wish  to  participate  in  the  contest 

1.  All  NLG  members  are  eligible 
to  participate  if  their  dues 
have  been  paid. 

2.  All  entries  must  have  been 
published  between  May  1, 
1996,  and  April  30, 1997. 

3.  Entries  must  be  received  not 
later  than  June  20, 1997. 

4.  All  entries  must  be  the  work  of 
entrant  or  must  have  been  pro- 
duced under  entrant's  editorial 
direction. 

5.  The  judges  reserve  the  right  to 
change  the  category  in  which 
an  entry  may  compete,  if  they 
believe  such  change  is  neces- 
sary to  assure  equity  of  all  par- 
ticipants. 

6.  Three  (3)  copies  of  each  entry 
must  be  submitted  in  all  cate- 
gories except  portfolio  and 
software.  In  these  two  catego- 
ry, one  copy  will  suffice. 
Quality  photocopies  of  news- 
paper and  magazine  articles 
are  acceptable. 

7.  No  entries  will  be  returned 
under  any  circumstance. 

8.  No  entrant  may  submit  more 
than  one  (1)  enby  in  any  single 
category.  (The  same  entry  may 
also  be  included  in  the  portfolio 
competition,  however.) 

9.  In  categories  with  only  one 
entry,  judges  may  decide  that 


no  award  will  be  given,  or 
may  substitute  Special  NLG 
Recognition  for  the  regular 
NLG  Award. 

10.  All  judges'  decisions  are  bind- 
ing and  final;  confidentiality 
of  all  judging  is  absolute. 

11.  Failure  to  conform  to  all  rules 
will  be  cause  for  disqualifica- 
tion from  the  competition. 

12.  All  entries  must  be  sent  to: 

Tom  DeLorey 
do  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd. 

31  N.  Clark  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60602 

13.  Each  entry  copy  must  have  the 
following  information  attached 
or  it  will  be  disqualified: 

• CLASS 

• CATEGORY 

• ENTRANT'S  NAME  & 
ADDRESS 

• PUBLICATION 

• PUBLICATION  DATE 

• TITLE  OR  HEADING 
•AUTHOR  (IF  OTHER 

THAN  ENTRANT) 


The  following  classes  and 
categories  are  in  force  in  1997. 
PLEASE  EXAMINE  YOUR 
ENTRIES  CAREFULLY  to  he  certain 
they  qualify  in  the  proper  category! 

CLASS  I 
BOOKS 

Books  may  be  submitted  by 
author,  publisher  or  editor.  Three 
copies  must  be  submitted. 
Eligible  are  new  books  or  those 
accepted  by  the  judges  at  their  sole 
discretion  as  substantially  revised 
versions  of  earlier  works. 

1.  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest 
potential  impact  on  numismatics: 
Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  research  quality,  pho- 
tographic, printing  and  graph- 
ic excellence,  cover  and  typog- 
raphy where  applicable. 
Books  submitted  in  the  spe- 
cialized categories  below  may 


be  considered  for  Book  of  the 
Year  as  well. 

2.  BEST  SPECIALIZED 
BOOK  ON 

a United  States  Coins 
b World  Coins 
c U.S.  Paper  Money 
d World  Paper  Money 
e Tokens  & Medals 
f Numismatic  Investments 
g Museum  & Exhibition  Catalogs 

CLASS  II-A 
U.S.  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZTNFS 

(Coins,  COINage  magazines) 

3.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with: 

a Coins 

b Tokens  & Medals 
c Paper  Money 

4.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

5.  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher, 
editors.  Criteria  include  over- 
all numismatic  appeal,  fea- 
tures, departments,  graphics, 
journalistic  and  editorial 
excellence  as  applicable. 

CLASS  II-B 
WORLD  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

(World  Coin  News,  The  Celator, 
similar  overseas  publications) 

6.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with: 

a Coins 

b Tokens  & Medals 
c Paper  Money 

7.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

8.  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher, 
editors.  Same  criteria  as  cate- 
gory 5 above. 
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CLASS  III 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

(The  Numismatist,  TAMS  Journal, 
The  Shekel,  etc.  NOTE:  National 
publications  will  be  judged 
separately  from  regional,  state, 
and  local  publications.) 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

(3)  copies  of  articles  dealing 
with:any  subject  related  to 
numismatics 
(ONE  Award) 

10.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

11.  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher 
and/or  editor.  Same  criteria 
as  category  5 above. 

CLASS  IV 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12.  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY  or 
continuing  coverage  of  a devel- 
oping story  in  numismatics. 

13.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with: 

a Coins 

b Tokens  & Medals 
c Paper  Money 

14.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

15  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher, 
editors.  Same  criteria  as  cate- 
gory 5 above. 

CLASS  V 

NON-NUMISMATIC 

NEWSPAPERS 

16.  THE  MAURICE  M.  GOULD 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

Entries  may  be  submitted  by 
publisher,  editor  or  columnist 
of  any  coin  column  appearing 
regularly  in  any  non-numis- 
matic  newspaper  of  any  size 
circulation. 


CLASS  VI 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

17.  Submit  (3)  copies  of  each  cata- 
log entered.  Criteria  include 
cover  design,  overall  eye 
appeal,  format,  graphics  and 
layout,  in-depth  research  and 
quality  of  description.  Entries 
may  be  submitted  by  auction 
firm,  auctioneer  or  cataloger. 

CLASS  VII 

COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

18.  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER'S 
AWARD  for  Best  Investment 
Newsletter:  Criteria  include 
overall  reader  appeal,  quality 
of  research  and  writing,  and 
graphics  as  applicable.  Submit 
(3)  copies  EACH  of  (3)  issues, 
total:  9 items. 

19.  BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED 

magazine  or  newspaper. 
Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  quality  of  research  and 
writing,  and  graphics  excel- 
lence. Submit  (3)  copies  EACH 
of  at  least  (3)  different  issues. 

CLASS  VIII 

BEST  ALL-AROUND 

PORTFOLIO 

20.  Collection  of  writings  and/or 
photographs  and  related  items 
demonstrating  numismatic 
writing  ability  and  versatility. 
Organization  and  presenta- 
tion will  count  as  heavily  as 
volume.  Only  one  copy  of 
portfolio  need  be  submitted; 
other  copies  of  items  included 
in  portfolio  may  also  be  sub- 
mitted in  other  relevant  cate- 
gories at  entrant's  option. 

CLASS  IX 
BEST  WRITER  IN 
NLG  NEWSLETTER 

21.  NLG  Newsletter  editor  alone 
selects  winner.  Criteria  in- 
clude writing  skill  and  style, 
numismatic  or  organization 
support,  content  to  inform  the 
member-readers.  No  entries 
accepted,  editor  alone  decides. 


CLASS  X 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

22.  RADIO:  Best  news  story,  fea- 
ture report  or  continuing 
series  involving  numismatics. 
Entries  must  include  standard 
size  audio  cassette  of  story, 
feature  report  of  (3)  selections 
from  continuing  series, 
accompanied  by  written  state- 
ment citing  date(s)  of  broad- 
cast, call  letters  and  location  of 
radio  station  as  well  as  infor- 
mation required  in  NLG  rules 
listed  above. 

23.  AUDIO:  Best  audio  program 
involving  numismatics,  but 
non-broadcast.  Includes  audio 
tracks  from  numismatic  slide 
shows,  educational  tapes, 
audio  newsletters  and  other 
presentations.  Entries  must 
include  standard  size  audio 
cassette,  written  statement  cit- 
ing date(s)  of  first  use,  plus 
information  required  in  NLG 
rules  above. 

24.  TELEVISION:  Best  spot  news 
story,  feature  report  or  contin- 
uing series  involving  numis- 
matics. Entries  must  include 
standard  size  cassette  record- 
ing of  television  broadcast  or 
(3)  selections  from  continuing 
series.  Tape  must  be  either 
half-inch  VHS  or  3/4-inch 
professional  videocassette, 
and  must  be  accompanied  by 
written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  broadcast,  call  let- 
ters and  location  of  station, 
plus  information  required  in 
NLG  rules  above. 

25.  VIDEO:  Best  non-broadcast 
slide  film,  movie  film  or  video 
tape  presentation  involving 
numismatics.  Entry  must 
include  audio  as  well  as  visual 
materials,  either  written  script 
or  sound  track  of  film,  audio 
or  video  cassette  used  in  pre- 
sentation. Entry  must  be 
accompanied  by  written  state- 
ment citing  date(s)  of  first  use, 
plus  information  required  by 
NLG  rules  above. 
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Cont.  on  page  8 


Cont.from  page  7. 

26.  SOFTWARE:  Best  presenta- 
tion of  a new  numismatic 
work,  or  new  presentation  of 
a previously  published 
numismatic  work,  in  CD- 
ROM,  DVD,  floppy  disk  or 
any  other  electronic  format. 
Only  one  copy  of  the  work 
need  be  submitted.  Entry 
must  be  accompanied  by  writ- 
ten statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information 
required  by  NLG  rules  above. 

27.  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD.  First 
presented  in  the  1987  competi- 
tion, this  award  was  endowed 
by  Jim  Miller  of  Miller 
Magazines  in  memory  of  an 
especially  beloved  member  of 
the  numismatic  writing  com- 
munity and  NLG  founder, 
Clement  F.  Bailey.  This  award 
recognizes  excellence  among 
new  writers  in  numismatics, 
whose  first  published  writings 
appeared  during  the  previous 
year.  Nominees  are  supplied 
solely  by  numismatic  pub- 
lishers. 

THE  CLEMY  AWARD 


1975 

Ray  Byrne 

1976 

Chester  L.  Krause 

1977 

Richard  S.  Yeoman 

1978 

LeeF.  Hewitt 

1979 

Abe  Kosoff 

1980 

Glenn  Smedley 

1981 

Arlie  Slabaugh 

1982 

Eric  P.  Newman 

1983 

Kenneth  Bressett 

1984 

Dorm  Pearlman 

1985 

Walter  Breen 

1986 

Ed  Reiter 

1987 

David  Alexander 

1988 

James  L.  Miller 

1989 

Q.  David  Bowers 

1990 

David  L.  Ganz 

1991 

Clifford  Mishler 

1992 

R.W  Julian 

1993 

Russell  Rulau 

1994 

Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli 

1995 

Beth  Deisher 

1996 

Col.  Bill  Murray 

NLG  WELCOMES 
3 NEW  MEMBERS 


Three  new  members  — includ- 
ing one  life  member  — joined 
NLG  since  our  last  newsletter. 


In  a category  of  its  own  since 
1968  is  the  Clemy  Award.  The 
highest  honor  of  NLG  is  bestowed 
annually  during  the  NLG  Bash  on 
an  NLG  member  in  recognition  of 
writing  skill,  dedication  to  numis- 
matics, sense  of  humor  and  dedi- 
cation to  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild.  Nominations  are  submit- 
ted by  members  of  the  board  to 
the  previous  year's  winner,  who 
makes  the  final  choice. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR  CLEMY 
AWARD  WINNERS  1968-1996 


1968 

Clement  F.  Bailey 

1969 

Edward  C.  Rochette 

1970 

Lee  Martin 

1971 

Margo  Russell 

1972 

Virginia  Culver 

1973 

Maurice  M.  Gould 

1974 

Eva  B.  Adams 

Our  latest  life  member  is 
John  W.  Dannreuther  of 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  a nationally 
known  coin  dealer  who  is  one  of 
the  principals  of  the  Professional 
Coin  Grading  Service  and  prima- 
ry author  of  the  eagerly  awaited 
PCGS  grading  guide  now  being 
published  by  House  of 
Collectibles.  John  was  sponsored 
for  membership  by  Ed  Reiter  and 
Scott  Travers. 

Our  other  two  newest  members 
also  have  impressive  credentials. 
They  are: 

Jeff  Oxman  of  North  Hills, 
Calif.,  an  authority  on  die  vari- 
eties who  is  co-author  (with  Dr. 


Michael  Fey)  of  The  Top  100 
Morgan  Dollar  Die  Varieties:  The 
VAM  Keys  . Sponsored  by  Michael 
Fey. 

R.  Scott  Carlton  of  Steuben- 
ville, Ohio,  author  of  the  recently 
published  International  Ency- 
clopaedic Dictionary  of  Numismatics 
and  contributor  of  several  articles 
to  The  Numismatist.  Sponsored 
by  Ed  Reiter. 

Regular  NLG  members,  can 
convert  to  life  membership  by 
paying  $250.  In  addition  to  enjoy- 
ing membership  benefits  in  per- 
petuity, a life  member  also 
receives  the  Guild's  .999-fine  sil- 
ver 25th  anniversary  medal,  a 
copy  of  the  25-year  history  book- 
let written  by  David  T.  Alexander 
and  a scroll  suitable  for  framing. 

To  apply  for  life  membership, 
write  to  Ed  Reiter,  Executive 
Director,  12  Abbington  Ter., 
Glen  Rock,  NJ  07452. 


HAVE  WE  GOT 
DEALS  FOR  YOU! 

Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  NLG 
members  can  still  take  advantage 
of  the  money-saving  deals  offered 
in  the  last  issue  of  the  Newsletter. 
Supplies  are  even  more  limited 
than  before,  though,  so  if  you're 
really  interested,  don't  delay. 

We  still  have  copies  of  John  Hull, 
A Builder  of  the  Bay  Colony,  a book 
by  Hermann  Frederick  Clarke 
which  chronicles  the  exploits  of 
the  silversmith  who  became  mint 
master  for  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  This  hard-cover  224-page 
book  is  a 1993  reprint  of  a book 
first  published  in  1940.  It  was 
reprinted  by  A.W.  Pollock  & Co. 
of  Wolfeboro,  N.H. 
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(4)  Works  consisting  entirely 
of  information  that  is  common 
property  and  containing  no  origi- 
nal authorship.  For  example, 
standard  calendars,  height  and 
weight  charts,  tape  measures  and 
rulers,  and  lists  of  tables  taken 
from  public  documents  or  other 
common  sources. 

Works  that  are  not  protected  by 
copyright  are  said  to  be  ''in  the 
public  domain."  These  works  are 
freely  usable  by  anyone  without 
the  need  to  get  permission  or  pay- 
ment of  a fee.  These  would 
include  works  whose  copyright 
has  expired  or  works  dedicated  to 
the  public  by  being  issued  to  the 
public  domain.  Works  created  by 
federal  government  employees  as 
part  of  their  duties  also  are  con- 
sidered to  be  public  domain 
works. 

Although  one  does  not  have  to 


register  his  or  her  work  with  the 
Copyright  Office,  it  is  a precondi- 
tion for  suing  for  infringement  of 
copyright.  Most  book  publishers 
with  whom  I have  spoken,  includ- 
ing my  own,  have  told  me  they 
automatically  register  their 
authors'  works.  If  you  feel  you 
must  register  your  work,  contact: 
Copyright  Office,  Library  of 
Congress,  Washington,  DC  20559 
or  call  their  24-hour  hot  line  at 
(202)  707-9100.  Voice  mail  will 
prompt  you. 

There  are  different  forms  of 
requirements  for  various  types  of 
work.  Basically,  when  you  apply, 
you  will  be  asked  to  submit  one 
copy  of  an  unpublished  work  or 
two  "best  examples"  of  a pub- 
lished work.  "Best  edition"  is 
defined  further  in  Circular  R7B, 
just  one  of  many  available  to  you. 

I would  suggest  that  every  inter- 
ested writer  send  a request  to  the 


Publications  Section  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  (address  as  above) 
and  ask  for  a free  copy  of  Circular 

1 (Copyright  Basics)  and  Circular 

2 (Publications  on  Copyright). 

The  latter  offers  a wide  array  of 
free  circulars  and  forms.  One 
item  in  particular  that  I received 
some  time  ago,  and  found  very 
useful,  was  Kit  Number  109, 
which  contained  circulars, 
announcements  and  application 
forms  on  book  publishing. 

The  preceding  is  a basic  discus- 
sion of  copyrights,  as  the  subject 
applies  to  free-lance  writers  like 
you  and  me.  There  are  many  qual- 
ifiers and  exceptions  which  space 
does  not  permit  listing. 

The  best  recommendation: 

When  in  doubt,  consult  a knowl- 
edgeable copyright  attorney,  or  a 
trusted  agent  or  publisher  who 
knows  the  current  copyright  law. 


NUMISAAATIC  NEWS  helps  keep  the  hobby  market  active  by  providins  subscribers  with  free 
classified  ads.  Hundreds  take  advantage  of  and  benefit  from  this  unique  opportunity  in  the 
world’s  largest  numismatic  classified  section.  The  diverse  selection  of  ads  stimulates  exciting 
action  among  hobbyists  as  they  buy,  sell  and  trade  in  their  favorite  areas. 

An  easy-to-use  form  in  every  issue  offers  52  free  ad  opportunities  per  year  valued  at  $286. 
Every  week  you’ll  find  many  new  entries  in  all  collecting  categories  that  range  from  the 
common  to  the  rare  to  the  unusual. 


Gary  Clark  of  Indianapolis,  IN  writes  of  his  experiences,  "Thank  you  so  very  much  for  the  free  classified  ad 
service.  I hope  all  readers  realize  what  a great  opportunity  this  is!  I place  ads  regularly  and  the  responses 
have  been  very  rewarding.  Dozens  of  hassle-free  transactions  also  attest  to  the  quality  and  integrity  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  readers.  Thanks  to  them  as  well!" 


NUMISAAATIC  NEWS  does  its  part  to  keep  the  market  active  and  exciting  for  collectors  of  every  possible  interest 
and  size  of  collection. 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001 


1 /2-year  (26  issues)  of 
NUMISA^TIC  NEWS  for  only  $9.95. 
Call  toll-free  1 -800-258-0929  today! 


9 


Topicals  Cont.  front  page  3 

I have  never  bought  an  animal 
coin  with  the  idea  it  will  increase 
in  value,  permitting  me  to  make 
big  money  by  selling  it  later.  In 
fact,  I am  so  eager  to  buy  a new 
issue  that  I more  often  than  not 
pay  considerably  more  than  if  I 
waited  a few  months  when  the 
price  drops.  If  I sold  my  collec- 
tion now,  I shudder  to  think  how 
much  money  I would  lose! 

Another  advantage  in  collecting 
topicals  is,  generally  there  are 
only  two  grades  of  topicals  — 
new  and  used,  so  we  don't  waste 
time  and  energy  worrying  about 
the  complex  grading  scheme  used 
when  one  collects  U.S.  coins. 

A few  years  ago,  many  collec- 
tors of  U.S.  coins  were  hit  hard  in 
the  pocketbook  when  the  grading 
system  changed,  and  probably 
more  than  a few  ceased  buying 
coins.  I have  purchased  a great 
number  of  animal  coins  over  the 
years  and  have  returned  only  one 
because  of  misrepresentation. 


Still  another  advantage  is,  hun- 
dreds of  topicals  cost  considerably 
less  than  $25,  and,  for  example,  a 
collection  of  animal  coins  depict- 
ing 50  different  kinds  of  animals 
representing  diverse  animal 
groups  can  be  acquired  for  a cata- 
log value  of  less  than  $35. 

Have  I become  bored  in  retire- 
ment? Absolutely  not!  In  fact,  I 
am  busier  than  ever,  and  I am  get- 
ting concerned  that  the  time  is 
passing  too  fast. 

Not  to  worry.  I greatly  enjoy  the 
research  necessary  to  produce  the 
articles.  And  it  is  amazing  how 
much  geography  I have  learned. 


Deals  - Cont.  from  page  8 

The  Guild  acquired  a number  of 
copies  of  this  book  through  a gen- 
erous gift  from  Harvey  and  Larry 
Stack,  and  while  they  last  we  are 
making  them  available  for  just 
$9.95  postpaid. 

For  $3  more  (a  total  of  $12.95 
postpaid),  we  also  will  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  25-year  history  of  the 
NLG  written  in  1993  by  David  T. 
Alexander.  This  soft-cover  50- 
page  booklet  normally  sells  for  $5. 

Throw  in  another  $17  and  we 
will  send  you  not  only  the  book 
and  booklet  but  also  a silver 
anniversary  NLG  medal  — a 
handsome  memento  containing 
one  ounce  of  .999-fine  silver. 
That's  $29.95  postpaid  for  all 
three  items. 

Orders  should  be  sent  to  Ed 
Reiter,  12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen 
Rock,  NJ  07452.  A word  of  cau- 
tion: Supplies  really  are  limited, 
especially  for  the  Hull  book  and 
the  medal. 


We  thank  the  members  of  NLG  whose  articles 
have  enriched  COIN  age  magazine  since  1964. 
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ACHIEVING  PARODY:  THE  SEQUEL 

By  Ed  Reiter 


As  regular  NLG  Newsletter 
readers  know  by  now,  you  no 
longer  have  to  attend  our  annual 
Bashes  to  be  subjected  to  the  fre- 
quently outrageous  song  parodies 
inflicted  on  unwitting  victims  by 
yours  truly  on  those  occasions. 
All  too  often,  we  publish  them  in 
these  pages. 

We've  given  our  victims  a little 
vacation  lately  by  omitting  this 
feature  from  the  Newsletter.  All 
vacations  end,  though  — and  so, 
we  return  to  work  in  this  issue 
with  yet  another  installment  of 
Achieving  Parody. 

This  particular  parody  was 
inflicted  on  the  audience  at  last 
year's  Bash  in  Denver.  It  was 
meant  as  a left-handed  tribute  to 
the  "Peace  2000"  travels  of  ANA 
President  Ken  Bressett.  Early  in 
his  presidency,  Ken  had  been  a 
very  frequent  flier  as  he  whipped 
up  support  for  his  Peace  coin  pro- 
posal at  various  foreign  mints, 
and  it  seemed  clear  to  me  that  his 
efforts  merited  special  recognition 
at  the  Bash. 


KENNY'S 
IN  HEAVEN 

Every  time  his  plane  deplanes, 
Kenny's  in  Heaven. 

Touching  down  in  France 
or  Spain, 

Kenny's  in  Heaven. 

He's  pushing  Peace  2000 
All  over  Earth. 

It's  clear  from  his  expenses 
What  peace  is  worth. 

ana's  expense  account 
May  need  an  edit 
To  replace  the  large  amount 
He's  used  in  credit. 

So  don't  fear  Armageddon; 
Ken  will  deaden 
Each  gun, 

Making  all  of  us  safe 
For  2001. 


I was  unable  to  render  the  song 
myself  because  of  a lingering  case 
of  laryngitis.  However,  Chris 
Connell  warbled  it  ably  in  my 
stead.  (As  Bash-goers  will  recall, 
my  fragile  voice  did  have  just 
enough  strength  to  get  me 
through  a performance  later  in  the 
evening  — in  full  costume,  no  less 
— as  Napoleon  E.  Bressett,  a guise 
in  which  I paid  further  tribute  to 
our  president  and  his  travels.) 

With  all  the  attention  subse- 
quently showered  on  the 
Napoleon  skit,  the  song  parody 
tended  to  be  overlooked.  This, 
then,  represents  a belated  attempt 
to  preserve  it  for  posterity  ...  or  at 
least  for  posteriors. 

The  lyrics  are  sung  to  the  tune 
of  the  old  Bing  Crosby  standard 
"Pennies  From  Heaven." 
(Obviously,  that  song  wasn't  writ- 
ten by  a nunriismatist,  or  it  would 
have  been  titled  "Cents  From 
Heaven"!) 

Ready  for  a takeoff,  Ken? 
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